
' .  : , \ . : . l r  p u b l i s h e d  i n

:  . , ' r  Fl . rch of  Oxford
'  i ' r r r lCC t  and  who

. . r . , g t r e  John  F inn i s

^  ,  : : .  - \d ; r rns ass is ted

:  : . . r rh  o f  thern.  And

: - . . . . ]  lnc ]  contmented

Les l ie  Green

.  . : , , .  ( - o l l eqe ,  Ox fo rd

Tr in in '  2012

I .

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION, by Lesl ie Creen

1.  Har t 's  Message

2. Law as a Social Construction

3. Law and Power

4. Law and Moral i ty

5. Fact, Value, and Method

6. The Point

PERSISTENT WESTIONS

1. Perplexit ies of Legal Theory

2. Three Recurrent Issues

3. Definit ion

LAWS, COMMANDS, AND ORDERS

1. Variet ies of Imperatives

2. Law as Coercive Orders

III .  THE VARIETY OF LAWS

1. The Content of Laws

2. The Range of Application

3. Modes of Oriqin

IV. SOVEREIGN AND SUBJECT

1. The Habit of Obedience and the Continuity of Law

2. Tbe Persistence of Law

3. Legal Limitations on Legislative Power

4. The Sovereign Behlnd the Legislature

V. LAW AS THE UNION OF PRIMARY AND

SECONDARY RULES

I. A Fresh Start

2. The Idea of Obligation

3. The Elements of Law

xv

XV

xvi i

xxvi i

xxx i i i

x l iv

lii

1,

I

6

t 3

1 8

i 8
20

I I .

26

27
42
44

5 0

51,
61
66
71

79

79
82
9 1



XIV C  O N T E  N T S

VI. THE FOUNDATIONS OF A LEGAL SYSTEM

1. Rule of Recognirion and Legal Vahdity
2.  New Qest ions
3. The Pathology of a Legal System

VI I .  FORMALISM AND RULE-SCEPTICISM

1. The Open Texture of Law

2. Yariettes of Rule-Scepticisrn

3. Final i ty and Infal l ibi l i ty inJudicial Decision

4. uncertainty in the Rule of Recognit ion

VI I I .  JUSTICE AND MORALITY

1. Principles ofJusrice

2. MoraI and Legal Obligation

3. Moral Ideals and Social Crit icism

IX. LAWS AND MORALS

1. Natural Law and Legal Posit ivism
2. The Minimum Content of Natural Law
3. Legal Validity and Moral Value

X. INTERNATIONAL LA\V

1. Sources of Doubt

2. Obligations and Sanctions

3. Obligation and the Sovereignn' of States
4. International Law and Moral i tr '

5. Analogies of Form and Conrent

POSTSCR/PT

Introductory

1. The Nature of Legal Theory
2. The Nature of Legal Positivism

3. The Nature of Rules
4. Principles and the Rule of Recognir ion
5. Law and Moral i ty

6. Judicial Discret ion

Notes

Notes to rhe Third Edition
Index

100

1 0 0
1 1 0
117

1,24

124
1 3 6
141
147

1 5 5

157
1,67
180

185

1 8 5
193
200

2 1 3

2 1 3
216
220
227
232

238

238
239
244
2 5 4
263
268
272

2 7 7
309
327

L a w  i s  a  s o c 1 . i .  :

fea ture  o i  cc r r . , : , .

bv the r isc t r t -  . ,  .  .  .

by  ins t i tu t ion : .  i : .

i t  res ts  on  i r .  t i ' , :  . . , . .

appraise conclut :  :  -

to identifr ' , ettf i,:- -

tha t  can  be  1 . . ' r . , :  .  .

a  p r i c e ,  f o r  i t  f  , ' . , '

subjects frottl \r): l - -

l ives.  The : ip1'r .  :  :

one of  Czut i t rn r  : i  .

t imes pretetrrl: :,

judges mav s:r \  .  : :  .

law and adjur l r . . ' : :

theory.  Therc .  . , : .

b u i l t  o n l v  u s i n c  .  :

to  unders ta r r t l  . . , . ' .

soc ia l  theor  \  . ,  r . . .

nei ther the solc : ' : -  .

or law profess,. ': '  .

theory.  l ts  r ' , t l t r ,

but  in un derst . , ;  .  , :  .  :

p i n n i n g  x h v  l r ) t ' t  , .

sensitive to thc n.,:

which conrpr i : r ' .  : '

These are thc ::

Concept of Lau'. ,.r-.'-

philosophy. Likc '

is  known as nt t r r ' : .  . '


