Acknowledgments

1 No Place Like Here: Utopian Imagination as a Critical Space
Utopia -~ anti-utopia — dystopia: mapping the terrain
The utopia of ‘life reform’
The changing meaning of ‘utopia’
More than a genre
The modetnity of utopia: rationalism and secularism
The problem of means and ends
Limits of a rational utopia: sex and desire as the other of reason
Utopia as social desire
Stasis in utopia
‘Novum’ or novelty? The uses of utopian desire

2 From Utopian Crisis to Dystopian Response

Critique of modernity, critique of utopia

The dystopian position: the case of Brave New World
The dystopian method: finding the flaws in utopia
Totalitarianism and utopia: the dream of decidability
Aporia of freedom in utopia and dystopia

3 Re-Arranging Gender: Utopian Constructions of Sexual Difference

The “truth’ of gender: competing theories since 1900

Knowing the other: taxonomy as a utopian enterprise

Visions of difference: the condition of women in utopian fiction
The teminization of utopian space

Setting and narrative in Hauptmann's fantasy

Two maternalist utopias: Herland and The Island of the Great Mother

Return to a higher nature: eugenic discourse
Gendered polarities: stasis and dynamism

Nature and culture in Robinsonade and utopia
The utopia of complementarity

Complementarity made flesh: matrimony as utopia

s Utopias of the Dionysian

The modern meaning of Dionysus

Dionysus in literature: the narration of frenzy
Dionysus meets utopia: frenzy in fantasy worlds
Wedekind’s primitivist utopia

Lulu and her sisters: the prostitute as utopian figure

Matriarchy and Maternalism: Nurture and Nature as Social Critique

o

L

)
17
18
g
22

29
29
34

46
48
54
58
63
65
67

75
76
78
82
84
87
g2
94
102

103
108
e
113
1y



6 From Pedagogical Province to Primitivist Utopia

On the physical education of young girls: Wedekind’s Mine-Haha
The pedagogical enclave

Mine-Haha as corporeal 'utopia

Framing the narrative: memoir or fantasy?

Sexual innocence and shamelessness

Wedekind’s fantasy world: Eden and The Great Love

Eden/ The Great Love: alternative as critique

Reproductive control: eugenics in Wedekind and Bellamy
Wedekind’s interpretative challenge

7 Beyond the Blueprint: Utopias of Postmodernity

Literature as utopia

Postmodern utopianism

Bloch’ anticipation of postmodern utopianism

Intransitive utopianism

Safe spaces: the elimination of contingency

A sort of homecoming: Bloch’s transformation of the ‘Heimat’ metaphor
Conclusion: engendering utopia

Bibliography
Index

128

128
129
132
136
138
140
141
144
147

154

154
157
160
162
163
166
167

172

185



