Introduction
Chronology

Chapter 1: Background on
William Shakespeare

1. The Life of Shakespeare
John E Andrews

Shakespeare likely received a classical education before
marrying, becoming a father, and moving to London,
where he wrote and staged his many plays.

2. Shakespeare Travels to London, a City
of Power and Politics
Stephen Greenblatt

Shakespeare’s youthful antiauthoritarianism may have
been tempered after confronting political power and vio-
lence in London.

3. Shakespeare’s Fascination with Rulers
Peter Ackroyd

In his plays Shakespeare reveals a fascination and sympa-
thy with powerful rulers.

Chapter 2: Tyranny in Shakespeare’s
Julius Caesar
1. Julius Caesar Relies on Ancient Rome’s
Complex Political Stage
Coppelia Kahn
Shakespeare’s play can be understood in light of Rome’s
old, lost republic and the conspirators’ futile attempts to
revive it.
2. Julius Caesar Is the Tragedy
of the Roman Republic
Andrew Hadfield



8.

Rather than sympathizing with one heroic figure,
Shakespeare dramatizes the tragedy of the Roman Re-
public.

. Shakespeare Defines the Elizabethan

Aristocratic Identity
Wayne A. Rebhorn
The conspirators’ rebellion—similar to the Elizabethan

aristocracy’s agenda—is not against tyranny as political
injustice but against their own failing powers.

. Julius Caesar Presents the Anarchy-Tyranny

Dilemma as Inevitable
William Rosen and Barbara Rosen
In contrast to Rome’s historical dilemma—tyranny ver-

sus a republic—the play introduces a new dichotomy—
tyranny versus anarchy.

. Shakespeare Offers an Alternative

to State-Mediated Social Order
Daniel Juan Gil
Shakespeare dismantles the traditional ideologies repre-

sented in the play and offers instead an antipolitical sce-
nario.

. Julius Caesar Challenges the Renaissance

Debate over Tyrannicide
Robert S. Miola
The play challenges easy judgments by revealing contra-

dictions between characters’ ideological virtues and their
actions.

. Shakespeare Presents All

Characters Sympathetically
Francis Fergusson

Through the careful development of the characters’
strengths and weaknesses, Shakespeare foregoes spotlight-
ing just one tragic hero.

Brutus’s Noble Heroism Is Superficial

James C. Bulman
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Brutus’s noble revolution for the people is only an act;
he is no more a true hero than Caesar is.

. Julius Caesar Was Staged Both to Promote

and to Oppose Fascist Regimes
Michael Anderegg

Orson Welles, before World War 11, interpreted Caesar as
an undesirable Nazi dictator, but other modern produc-
tions have glorified the tyrannical ruler and mourned his
assassination.

Chapter 3: Contemporary Perspectives
on Tyranny

1.

Iran Elects a Radical, Unpredictable Leader:
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

Kasra Naji

Ahmadinejad’s promises of revolution have revealed
themselves in the forms of new enemies, economic irre-
sponsibility, and cultural censorship.

. A Cuban Leader’s Vulnerable Relationship

with His People: Fidel Castro
Daniel P. Erikson

Fidel Castro overthrew a capitalist dictator in favor of a
Communist regime dedicated to the country’s neglected
populations, but he is also famous for violations of hu-
man rights.

. Communist North Korea Becomes Increasingly

Isolated: Kim Jong Il
Richard Worth
Kim Jong II's reign of terror and political tension have

undermined alliances and isolated North Korea, driving
the country to extreme tactics.

. A Latin American Leader Becomes a Global

Icon: Hugo Chivez
Moisés Naim
Hugo Chévez has focused on correcting injustice, in-

equality, and corruption—sometimes at the cost of indi-
vidual freedom in Venezuela.
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5.. Excessive Power in the US Executive Branch
Gene Healy

After President George W. Bush stretched the limitations
of the executive office, critics keep a close eye on Barack
Obama, who promised to maintain the role’s proper lim-
its.
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