Table of Contents

Cécile Morrisson
Preface

Presentation
Introduction

State of research and objectives
Methodological remarks

PART |
GENERAL BACKGROUND

1.1 Historical synopsis

1.1.1 The Byzantine Empire in the fourth

and fifth centuries

1.1.2 The Byzantine Empire in the sixth

century

1.1.3 The Byzantine Empire in the first half

of the seventh century
1.1.4 The rise of Islam
1.2 Administrative structure

1.2.1 Byzantine administrative divisions

1.3 Population

1.3.1 Demography and natural catastrophes

1.3.2 Spread of Christianity and other
minorities
1.3.3 Cities and their role
14 Economic development

1.4.1 External factors affecting the economy

1.4.2 Agricultural development

1.4.3 Agriculture, industry, and trade in

Palestine
1.5 Taxation
1.6 Official Byzantine coinage

1.6.1 Fiscal administration
1.6.2 Mints

X1

[ QRUS RRUN]

16
18
19
19
22
22

23
25
27
27
30

30
33
36
36
37

2.1
22

23
24

25

1.6.3 Sources for coinage

1.6.4 Gold and silver coinage
1.6.5 Base metal coinage

1.6.6 Supervision

1.6.7 Prices and inflation

1.6.8 Coin circulation and taxes

PART 2
THE Firra CENTURY

The question of monetary decline

General character of the numismatic

evidence

The monetary background

Official coinage

2.4.1 Monetary system and metrology

2 4.2 Mints

2 4.3 Gold coinage

244 Typology of the copper coinage
a. First half of the fifth century
b. Second half of the fifth century

Prolonged usage of earlier coinage

2.5.1 Fourth century coins used in later
contexts

2.5.2 The interpretation of fourth-century
coins in fifth-century assemblages
recovered from excavated sites
a. Archaeological sites first settled
in the fifth century or which are dated
with certainty to the fifth century

based on literary (historical or pilgrim

records) or epigraphic sources
(dedicatory inscriptions)
b. Archaeological sites with unclear

correlation between the chronologies of

the numismatic and the ceramic data

41
43

47
50

78

78

82



26

27

TABLE OF CONTENTS

c¢. Archaeological sites with
chronological correlations between
the dates of coins, pottery, and
stratigraphy
d. The interpretation of foundation
deposits for dating archaeological
contexts
e. Sites outside Israel
2.5.3 Ancient coins of similar module
to A4 minimi in circulation during
the fifth century
Unofficial coinage
2.6.1 Imitative issues and counterfeits
2.6.2 Types of imitations
a. First half of the fifth century
b. Second half of the fifth century
2.6.3 Cast imitations
a. Technique and manufacture
b. Chronology and classification
of the molds
c. Provenance of the cast coins
d. Dating of cast coins
e. Geographical distribution
2.6.4 Blank flans
Foreign coinage
2.7.1 Sasanian coinage
2.7.2 Vandalic coinage
a. Definition
b. Historical background
c¢. Chronology
d. Geographical distribution
in Israel
e. Typology
f. Economic relations between
Palestine and Vandalic Carthage
2.7.3 Aksumite imitations
a. Description

86

90
97

99
102
102
106
106
118
119
119

122
124
124
127
128
130
130
131
132
132
135

135
136

147
148
148

28
29

2.10

31

32

VIl

b. Provenance
c. Geographical distribution
d. Date of issue and time
of circulation
Illegible and unidentifiable coins
Coin circulation in Palestine compared to
other regions in the eastern Mediterranean
2.9.1 Jordan
Gerasa
Pella
El-Lejjun fortress (Limes Arabicus)
Siyagha, Mount Nebo
Faynan
2.9.2 | ebanon
Beirut Souks (BEY 006 and 045)
2.9.3 Syria
Antioch
294 Egypt
2.9.5 Turkey
Sardis
2.9.6 Greece
Athenian Agora
Patras, Peloponnese
2.9.7 North Africa
Carthage
Summary and Conclusions

PART 3
THE SixtH CENTURY

General character of the numismatic

evidence

Anastasius [ (491-518)

3.2.1 Gold coinage

3.2.2 Copper coinage and the monetary
reforms

149
150

152
153

156
157
157
158
159
159
159
160
160
160
160
161
162
162
163
163
164
164
164
165

172
174
174

176



33

VI

a.491-498: Pre-monetary reform
b.498-512: First monetary reform
c.512-518: Second monetary reform
d. Patterns of circulation of the
reformed coinage in Israel
3.2.3 Incidence and distribution of small
module coinage of Anastasius [
a. Distribution in Israel
b. Distribution in other regions
3.2.4 The use of punchmarks
a. Typology and significance of
punchmarking
b. Geographical distribution and
significance of punchmarking
Justin 1 (518-527)
3.3.1 General remarks
3.3.2 Gold coinage
3.3.3 Copper coinage
3.3.4 Patterns of circulation
Justinian 1 (527-365)
3.4.1 Major historical events during
his reign
342 General remarks on coinage
34.3 Gold coinage
3.4.4 Copper coinage
a. Undated series
b. Dated series
3.4.5 Eastern and [talian Nummi
3.4.6 Justinianic nummi minted
in Carthage
a. Definition and background
b. Types of nummi found in Israel
in chronological order
3.4.7 The low frequency of heavy dated
folles in coin finds
a. Inconvenience for daily use due
to large weight and size
b. Rapid withdrawal from
circulation and re-melting
c. Appointment and relocation
of the limitanei troops
d. Geographical considerations
regarding currency distribution
e. Implications of the bubonic plague
3.4.8 Numismatic consequences of the
earthquake of 551

176
177
178

180

183
183
185
189

189

194
197
197
197
198
203
205
205
209
211
214
216
220
227

230
230

233

247

248

248

249

250

256

35

36

37

38

3.10

3.4.9 The disappearance of rummi from
circulation
Justin II (565-578)
3.5.1 General remarks
3.5.2 Gold coinage
3.5.3 Copper coinage
3.5.4 Patterns of circulation
Tiberius 11 (578 —582)
3.6.1 General remarks
3.6.2 Gold coinage
3.6.3 Copper coinage
3.6 4 Patterns of circulation
Maurice Tiberius (582-602)
3.7.1 General remarks
3.7.2 Gold coinage
3.7.3 Copper coinage
3.7.4 Patterns of circulation
The problem of small change and the
production of local imitations
3.8.1 The Pentanummia
a. Official issues
b. Typology of the imitations
c. Date of issue
d. Place of issue and geographical
distribution
3.8.2 The Dodecanummia
a. Geographical distribution
b. The official dodecanummia
¢. Typology of imitations
d. Place of issue
e. Date of issue
Foreign Coinage
3.9.1 Sasanian coinage
3.9.2 Vandalic coinage minted in Carthage
a. Nummi of the Vandal kings
(496-533)
b. Anonymous Vandalic nummi
3.9.3 Ostrogothic coinage
Hoard evidence
3.10.1 Gold hoards
3.10.2 Mixed hoards
3.10.3 Copper hoards
a. Hoards of folles
b. Hoards of minimi
¢. Hoards of mixed denominations

258
260
260
261
263
266
272
272
273
274
276
278
278
279
281
287

290
291
291
292
293

295
297
298
299
300
304
306
307
307
309

311
315
322
327
338
333
335
335
340
341



3.11

3.12

4.1

42

44
45

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Coin Circulation in the sixth century from

other regions in the eastern Mediterranean 344

3.11.1 Jordan

3.11.2 Lebanon and Syria
3.11.3 Turkey

3.11.4 Greece and the Balkans
Summary and Conclusions

ParT 4
TrE FirsT HALF OF THE SEVENTH CENTURY

General character of the numismatic

evidence

Phocas (602-610)

4.2.1 Major historical events during
his reign

4.2 2 General remarks on coinage

4.2.3 Gold coinage

4.2 4 Copper coinage

4.2.5 Patterns of circulation

Heraclius (610-640)

4.3.1 Major historical events during
his reign

4.3.2 Coinage during the rebellion
of the Heraclii

4.3.3 General remarks on imperial coinage

4.3.4 Gold coinage
a. Class 1 (dated to 610-613)
b. Class 1l (dated r0 613-629)
c. Class 1l (dated to 629-631)
d. Class 1V (dated to 632-641)

4.3.5 Copper coinage
a. Typology of the mint of
Constantinople
b. Typology of other mints
b. Syrian imitations (¢.610-630)
c. Clipped copper coins
d. Overstriking

4.3.6 Countermarking

4.3.7 The Jerusalem mint

4.3.8 Patterns of circulation

Graffiti on gold coins

Hoard evidence

4.5.1 Hoards related to the Persian
invasion (c.610-614)

345
345
346
347
349

356
360

360
366
361
364
367
369

369

371
371
375
379
380
380
381
382

383
386
392
394
396
397
411
415
420
422

423

a. Hoards sealed not before 602

b. Hoards sealed with coins
of Phocas

c. Hoards sealed by issues of the

Rebellion of the Heraclii
d. Hoards sealed by issues
of Heraclius t0 614

4.5.2 Hoards related to the last decade

of Heraclius’ reign
4.6 Coin circulation in other regions
of the eastern Mediterranean
4.6.1 Syria and Lebanon
4.6.2 Jordan
4.6.3 Egypt
4.6 4 Turkey
4.6.5 Greece and Balkans

477 Summary and conclusions

PART 5
CONCLUSIONS

5.1 Numismatic profiles of the sites
5.2 Final conclusions

Appendix A
List of Hoards

Appendix B
Provenance of Coins in our Database

Appendix C
Suggested Dates for Coin Types

List of Figures
List of Tables
List of Maps

Bibliography

Index

425

426

426

427

429

436
436
437
438
438
439
441

456

463

493

497
504
507

509
543



