Contents

List of Abbreviations pag. 13
Introductory Remarks » 17
1. Science and Religion in the Early Modemity.
A Brief Historiographical Survey » 17
2. Nicholas Steno’s Scientific Method and Religious Faith ~ » 26
3. How Science Leads to Religion
and Vice-versa in Steno’s Thought » 29
4. Bibliographia Stenoniana: A Brief Account » 33
1. The Beginnings in Copenhagen (1659) » 41
1. Steno’s Early Cartesianism » 41
2. Chemistry and latrochemistry » 46
3. Moral Issues in the Chaos: Catholic Readings » 52
4. Moral Issues in the Chaos: Frugality and Diakonia » 63
5. Cartesianism, latrochemistry and Religious Troubles » 65
2. The Dutch Permanence (1660-1664) » 71
1. Harsh Disputes » 78
2. Sensible and Public Scientific Experiences » 85
3. Correct Experiments in Anatomy:
Reason and Anatomical Preparations » 87
4. Correct Anatomical Experiences and God’s Providence  » 91

3. Steno’s Relationship with Jan Swammerdam:

Scientific and Religious Developments » 95
1. Scientific Perspectives » 97
Science Through Images » 106

2. Religious Perspectives » 110
Bourignon’s God » 113



3. An Impossible Encounter
4. Epilogue: The Science-Faith Relationship

4. French Period (1664-1667)
I. Steno’s Encounter with Jansenism and Anti-Jansenism
2. Steno’s Understanding of the Eucharist
3. The Issue of Human Freedom

5. Steno’s Cartesianism and His Relationship
with the «Deformer» of Descartes’ Philosophy:
Baruch Spinoza
1. The Trouble of the Mind-Body Relationship
2. Criticism of Descartes Between Science and Religion
3. Spinoza as «Deformer» of Descartes
4. The Nature of Steno’s Endorsing
of the Cartesian Mechanism

6. Steno’s Science
After His Conversion and Ordination (1667-1677)
I. A Dane in Florence
2. Scientists go Hunting and Fishing
3. A Memorable Christi Dei Procession
4. Between Science and Faith
5. Science and Religious Mission

7. From Scientific Researches
to Religious Controversies (1670-1678)
1. The Theological Disputes
and the Value of the Magisterial Authority
2. The Method to be Applied in Controversies:
The «Reasonableness» of Catholicism,
and the Strength of «Experience»
3. Scientific Reasoning and Theological Argumentation
4. Conclusive Remarks
Appendix: Relevant Aspects
of Steno’s Conversion to Catholicism
Steno’s Great Interest in Conversions
Others’ Interest in Steno’s Conversion

8. Nicholas Steno, «Spiritual Son of Florence»
1. Cosimo I Re-considered

pag.

»

»
»
»
»

»
»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
»

117
127

135
136
142
148

163
163
168
170

174

179
180
183
185
196
203

213
214
220
229
232
234
236
242

249
249



2. Working Alongside the Prince:

Steno as a State Councilor

3. Steno, Jansenism and the Dutch Catholic Church
4. The 17" Century Florentine Formation

of the Tridentine-like Clergy

and Steno’s Priestly Apprenticeship

5. Re-considering Steno’s Relationship

with the Grand Duke Cosimo III

What was the Inquirer of Truth Searching for?
Bibliography
Index of Names

Index of Tables

pag.

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

254

257

261

267

271

289

321

331



