
Table o f  Contents 

Foreword by Dr . Caroline M . Heiss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 

Introduction 
The Historical Background o f  the Hostage Transport t o  South Tyrol 
and the End o f  the Secret Operation in  Niederdorf and Prags . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 

Survival in the "Alpine Fortress" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 

The "Miracle Weapon" o f  the Last Hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23 

Prominent Inmates as Hostages in Special SS Camps ...................... 26 

Plans for the Production o f  Counterfeit Money in the "Alpine Fortress" . . . . . . .  29 

A New Category o f  Hostages: "Kinship Inmates" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31 

November 30. 1944: 
The Transport of the "Kinship Inmates" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35 

February 7. 1945: 
The SS Evacuates Further Special Inmates from Berlin ..................... 40 

February 7. 1945: 
The Transport t o  Flossenburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43 

April 3. 1945: 
Southward from Buchenwald . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46 

April 6.16. 1945: 
Stop in Markt Schonberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50 

April 8-9 and 15. 1945: 
Transports o f  Special Inmates from Flossenburg t o  Dachau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  53 

April 9.26. 1945: 
Dachau as an Interim Stop for Hostages En Route t o  the "Alpine Fortress" . . .  57 



April 26, 1945: 

The Departure o f  the Final Hostage Transport 
from Dachau Concentration Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 6 3  

April 27-28, 1945: 
The Hotel "Pragser Wildsee" as the New Destination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  66 

April 28, 1945: 
Stranded Outside Niederdorf in  the Hochpustertal Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 6 8  

April 29, 1945: 
A Turn o f  Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  71 

April 30, 1945: 

The Liberation o f  the Hostages in  Niederdorf 
by Captain Wichard von Alvensleben . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  74  

April 30 - May 4, 1945: 
Days o f  Relief and Peace in the Hotel "Pragser Wildsee" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 7 7  

May 4, 1945: 
The Arrival o f  American Troops at  the Hotel "Pragser Wildsee" . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 8 1  

The Long Road Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 8 5  

The Proprietress 
Emma Heiss-Hellenstainer and the Hotel "Pragser Wildsee" 

by Hans Heiss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 9 0  

"Return to  Life" 

The Ceremonies in Niederdorf and on the Pragser Wildsee in  
Commemoration o f  the Sixtieth Anniversary o f  the Liberation 
of  the Hostages.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 9 6  

The Prisoners on the Transport o f  Hostages t o  South Tyrol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101 

Bibliography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  108 

Credits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  112 


