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Introduction

This work attempts to provide a critical guide to the written
sources for carly modern Irish history: 1534-1641. The task of
researchers in this area was made particularly difficult by the
burning of much relevant documentary material in the Public
Record Office of Ireland at the beginning of the Irish civil war in
1922 and by the destruction of other records before and since then.
The problem of the loss of documents has to a large extent deter-
mined the way in which this volume has been organised. The first
four chapters assess the administrative sources, civil and ecclesi-
astical, central and local, Irish, English and foreign. The approachin
these chapters is administrative in order that all the documentation
produced by early modern institutions in Ireland or elsewhere in
relation to Ireland can be noted. This enables the surviving docu-
mentation to be fitted into an administrative context and em-
phasises the need to consider the surviving documents in relation
to what has been destroyed. The approach in the next two
chapters is chronological as the contemporary writings, maps and
drawings are described. The references in these chapters are
necessarily selective but the chronological arrangement allows the
most significant types to be noted. In chapter seven archival col-
lections with early modern material are briefly described. The
large number of repositories listed here was considered necessary
because of the destruction of so much of the archives of the central
and local Irish administrations. Many of the documents noted here
are not archival in the strictest sense of the word, for which reason
it was thought useful to indicate where possible the provenance
of the documents noted. Throughout the book much attention
is also given to transcripts, abstracts and calendars of documents
in the Public Record Office of Ireland before 1922. The utilisation
or, in many cases, the neglect by historians of the resources of
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the record office before 1922 is noted in the final chapter which
attempts an historiographical survey of early modern Irish history
with particular reference to the use of documentary material.

The authors are conscious of the fact that the book deals only
with written sources. Non-written sources such as buildings and
artefacts are ignored. There are many physical remains of early
modern Ireland still to be seen in the Irish landscape but only a few
have been the subject of any detailed study. Architectural historians
tend to concentrate on the post-restoration period while post-
medieval archaeology has only recently been introduced to
Ireland. There has been some interesting work done in the area
of urban archaeology but we still do not know the answer to
many basic questions concerning the dwellings and material
life of the inhabitants of early modern Ireland.!

Apart from architecture and archaeology other disciplines
which might contribute to our knowledge of early modern
Ireland include numismatics, geography and anthropology, but
to date little has been done in these areas.2 This book might, we
hope, prove helpful to students of disciplines other than history
anxious to explore early modern Ireland for their own purposes.
It is, however, intended primarily for students of history, parti-
cularly postgraduate students looking for information about
sources and where to find them. The book is unlikely to provide
hardened researchers in the field with much new information or
insights. They may indeed be more conscious of its defects than its
merits. It is inevitable in a work of this kind that there will be
many omissions. The recent increase in research into early modern
Irish history has led to the discovery of many hitherto unknown
or unrecognised sources for the period. It has sometimes been
difficult to keep abreast of all this new information about sources
and their location. There have been numerous amendments made
to the text already but doubtless many more will need to be made
within the next few years.

1 For reports on excavations of post-medieval sites in Ireland see recent editions

of the Ulster Journal of Archaeology.

3 Sce M. Dolley, ‘The Irish coinage 1534-1691°, A new history of Ireland, vol. iii,
early modern Ireland 1534-1691, ed. T. W. Moody, F. X. Martin and F. J. Byrne
(Oxford, 1976) for a preliminary study of the numismatic evidence for the

period.



